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INTRODUCTION. 


LTHOUGH more than a century hath 
elapſed ſince we became a diſtin& religious 
ſociety ; yet, from ſeveral cauſes, our principles at 
this day are frequently either not underſtood, or 
miſrepreſented. Many books, explanatory of our 
tenets and practices, have indeed been publiſhed by 
authors of our own profeſſion. Some of theſe are 
more diffuſe than every reader hath leiſure or incli- 
nation to peruſe ; others, more compendious, do not 
extend to all the particulars which we ourſelves wiſh 
to be known, or with which inquirers may deſire to 
be acquainted. It is therefore judged expedient to 
preſent to ſuch as are diſpoſed to be rightly informed 
reſpecting us, a ſummary account of our origin 
and hiſtory, of our doctrines, and of our diſcipline ; 
which may give the reader a true, though general, 
reprefentation ; and then, as leiſure or inclination may 
allow or induce him, he may render his knowledge of 
us, and of our principles, more particular, by having 
recourſe to ſome of the publications already hinted at. 
To ſuch a purpoſe, among others, the works of 
George Fox, William Sewel, William Penn, and 
Robert Barclay, are well adapted: and to thoſe who 
may be thus induced to inquire into our principles, 
we would alſo recommend the example of the 
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Bereans, who examined the Holy Scriptures to find 
if © thoſe things were ſo,”'* 

It may, however, be remarked, that the Goſpel, 
which we believe to be the higheſt as well as the laſt 
diſpenſation of God to man, can never be fo well 
underſtood, as when it is conſidered as having the 
boundleſs love of the great Creator for its cauſe, 
and the ſalvation of the whole human race for its end 
and aim, 

It feems to be time for the ſincere in heart to waive 
the ceremonials of religion (concerning which there 
hath been enough of contention and animoſity), for 
the fake of its eſſence. In proportion as men are 
gathered to the one thing needful, the government of 
Chriſt's Spirit in the heart, they loſe the inclination 
for contention, and are in the true way to unity. 
Then can they breathe forth the primitive and per- 
manent goſpel-language, Glory to God in the 
* higheſt, and on earth peace, good-will toward 
« men. 


Acts xvii. 11, + Lake ii. 14. 


A SUMMARY, &c. 


SUMMARY. &c. 


CHAPTER I. 


ITT OW 


HE beginning of the ſeventeenth century is 

known to have been a time of great diſſention 
in England, reſpecting religion. Many pious perſons 
had been diſſatisfied with the ſettlement of the Church 
of England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Va- 
rious ſocieties of Diſſenters had accordingly ariſen ; 


ſome of whom evinced their ſincerity by grievous 


ſufferings under the intolerance of thoſe who governed 
church affairs.* But theſe ſocieties, notwithſtanding 
their honeſt zeal, ſeem to have ſtopped ſhort in their 
progreſs towards a complete reformation ; + and, 
degenerating into formality, to have left their moſt 
enlightened members ſtill to lament the want of 
ſomething more inſtructive, and conſolatory to the 
ſoul, than the moſt rigorous. obiervance of their 


® Sewell, p. 5,6. edit. 1722. + Penn, vol. x. p. 211, 212. edit. 1782. 
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ordinances had ever produced. Thus diſſatisfied and 


diſconſolate, they were ready to follow any teacher, 
who ſeemed able to direct them to that light and 
peace of which they felt the need. Many ſuch in 
ſucceſſion engaged their attention ; until finding the 
inſufficiency of them all, they withdrew from the 
communion of every viſible church, and dwelt retired, 
and attentive to the inward ſtate of their own minds ; 
often deeply diſtrefled for the want of that true know- 
ledge of God, which they ſaw to be neceflary for 
ſalvation, and for which, according to their ability, 
they fervently prayed. Theſe ſincere breathings of 


Apirit being anſwered by the extenſion of ſome degree 


of heavenly conſolation, they became convinced, that 
as the heart of man is the ſcene of the tempter's 
attacks, it muſt alſo be that of the Redeemer's victory. 
With renewed fervency, therefore, they ſought his 
appearance in their minds; and thus being renewedly 
furnifhed with his ſaving light and help, they not only 
became inſtructed in the things pertaining to their 


don ſalvation; but they diſcovered many practices in 


the world, which have a ſheyy of religion, to be ne- 


vertheleſs the effect of the unſubjected will of man, 
and inconſiſtent with the genuine ſimplicity of the 


Truth. | | 

Theſe people were at firſt hidden from each other, 
and each probably conceived his own heart to be the 
lingle repoſitory of a diſcovery ſo important; but it did 


not conſiſt with divine goodneſs, that the candle thus 
lighted 


hd 


E 1 


lighted ſhould always remain under the bed, or the 
buſhel.(a) Our honourable elder George Fox, who 
had ſignally experienced the afflicting diſpenſations 
we have deſcribed, and had alſo been quickened by 
the immediate touches of divine love, could not ſa- 
tisfy his apprehenſions of duty to God, without 
bearing public teſtimony againſt the common modes 
of worſhip, and directing the people where to find 
the like confolation and inſtruction.“ As he travelled 
in this ſervice, he met with divers of thoſe feeking 
perſons who had been exercifed in a ſimilar manner: 
theſe readily received his teſtimony ; ſeveral] of them 
alſo became preachers of the ſame doctrine; + mul- 
titudes were convinced of the reality of this inward 
manifeſtation; (b) and many meetings were ſettled. 
Thoſe who attempt to detach the people from the 
teachings of men, mult expect for their enemies thoſ2 
men who make a gain of teaching. Such was the 
lot of our firſt friends: and laws, made either in the 
times of popery, or ſince the reformation againſt 
non · conformiſts, ſerved as the means of gratifying 
the jealouſy of the prieſts, and the intolerance of the 
magiſtrates. Indeed, at the time they firſt attracted 
public notice, legal pretences were not always 
thought neceflary to juſtify the abuſe which they 
ſuftered. } It was during the time of the common- 
wezltli, when oppoſition to a national miniſtry which 


2) Mark iv. 21. „ Fox's Journal, p- 14, 15, 21. edit. 1765. 
+ lbid 49. (4) 1 Cor. xii. 7. 1 Fox, 26. 
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was ſuppoſed to be peculiarly reformed, was deemed 


an offence of no ſmall import, Much perſonal 
abuſe was accordingly beſtowed ;® impriſonment was 
common, and corporal puniſhment frequent, Impri- 
ſonment was often rendered more ſevere and diſguſting 
by the cruelty of particular magiſtrates, and from the 


numbers that were confined together; and ſtripes, ' 
under pretence of vagrancy, were inflicted without 


regard to ſex, and on perſons of unimpeached charac- 

ter, and of good circumſtances in the world.+ 
George Fox} was one of the firſt of our Friends 

who was impriſoned, He was confined at Notting- 


ham in the year 1649, for having publicly oppoſed a 


preacher, who had aſſerted that the more ſure word of 


prophecy, mentioned 2 Pet. i. 19, was the Scripture z 
George Fox declaring that it was the Holy Spirit : 
and in the following year, being brought before two 
juſtices in Derbyſhire ||, one of them, ſcoffing at 
George Fox, for having bidden him, and thoſe about 
him, tremble at the word of the Lord, gave to our 
predeceſſors the name of Quakers; & an appellation 
which ſoon became and hath remained our moſt uſual 
denomination ; but they themſelves adopted, and have 
tranſmitted to us, the endearing appellation of Friends. 

Although Oliver Cromwell did not employ his 


authority to put a ſtop to perſecution, it doth not 


* Beſſe's ſufferings of the people called Quakers, ch. 6. and 29. 
and paſſim, + Ibid. ſuff. pref. and paſſim. 4 Fox 24. || Ibid. 29. 

F &ewell, 25. 
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appear that he was inclined to promote it. He gave 
ſeveral of our friends acceſs to him; and once in 
particular when George Fox had been brought to him 
as a priſoner, * he releaſed him after a conſiderable 
time ſpent in conference: on which occaſion he con- 
feſſed that our friends were * a people riſen up that 
© he could not win, either with gifts, honours, offices, 
© or places, +* 

Perſecution however continued ; but when Charles 
II. on the proſpect of his reſtoration, iſſued from. 
Breda, amongſt other things, his declaration for 
liberty of conſcience, it might well have been ex- 
pected that Friends would be permitted to exercile 
their religion without moleſtation, Yet during tuts 
reign they not only were harraſſed with the oath of 
allegiance, which, in common with all oaths, they 
ſcrupled to take, and by which they often incurred 
tedious impriſonment, and not unfrequently premu- 
nire; but new laws] were made, by which even 
their meetings for worſhip ſubjected them to puniſh- 
ment, 

The king, as a branch of the legiſlature, joined 
in the enacting of theſe laws; nevertheleſs: he did 
not ſeem in all caſes to countenance ſeverity; for in 
an inſtance wherein he acted independently of the 
Parliament, he was the means of affording relief in the 
moſt ſanguinary perſecution which our Friends ever 


* Sewell, 98. + Ibid. 99. || 16th Car. II. cap. 4. 
22nd Car. II. cap. 1. Alſo 13th & 14th Car. II. cap. 1. 
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experienced. This was in New-England, where it 
was made penal for a friend even to reſide. 

The firſt friends ® who arrived at Boſton were 
women. Theſe were impriſoned, and otherwiſe 
cruelly treated. The date of this tranſaction is 1656. 
The following year the ſcourge was employed, and a 
woman + is alſo recorded to have been the firſt who 
ſuffered ſtripes. She was the wife of a tradeſman in 
London, and had made a voyage to Boſton, to warn 
the people againſt perſecution. Great numbers un- 
derwent this puniſhment ; but ſtripes proving inſuffi- 
cient to deter our friends from the exerciſe of their 
religious duty, in going to ſuch places, and perform- 
ing ſuch ſervices, as they believed to be required by 
the Divine will ; it was next attempted to diſcourage 
them by a law t for cutting off their ears. This was 


executed in vain ;z and accordingly the intolerance of 


the perſons in power produced another, which ſub- 
jected Friends to baniſhment on pain of death, Their 
conſtancy || however was not thus to be ſhaken, and 
four friends, amongſt whom alſo was a woman, were 
hanged at Boſton. 

In this extremity, Samuel Shattock, & a friend who 
had been baniſhed under the laſt mentioned law, came 
to England ; and application being made to the king 


by Edward Burrough, who was admitted to a perſonal 


audience, Charles granted his mandamus (dated gth 


Sewell 160. + Ibid. 170. Ibid. 194. 198. || lbid. 199. 226 10 
235. 276. S Ibid. 280, 281. 
September, 
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September, 1661) to ſtop the ſeverities in New- 
England, and appointed Samuel Shattock his deputy 
to carry it to Boſton. 8 

Nor were the good offices of Charles II. 08 
to cur Friends of New England. Notwithſtanding 
the continuance of perſecution in England, the king 
generally appeared inclinable to grant relief, and 
frequently received the perſonal application of 
George Whitehead * and others, on behalf of their 
ſuffering brethren. In 1672, he releaſed, under the 
great ſeal, ſuch friends as were impriſoned on account 
of the oath of allegiance, to the number of about four 
hundred, and the ſociety had ſome reſpite from perſe- 
cution; but not being protected by law, perlecutors 
and informers ſoon recommenced their opprethon, and 
at the king's deceaſe, about fifteen hundred were in 
priſon, or priſoners. 

Although the practice of inflicting corporal puniſh- 
ment on Friends, ſeems in England to have fallen 
into diſuſe at the reſtoration; yet the reign of Charles 
II. muſt be conſidered as the time of the greateſt 
ſuffering to our ſocicty. The impriſonments were 
long, oſten terminating only with the life of the pri- 
ſoner. In this reign allo, the crouds {hut up together 
increaſed, in many places, the common ſufferings of 
confinement ; which, in ſome, were alſo augmented by 
the violent tempers of magiſtrates, or by the barbarity 


* G, Whitehcad's Life, paſſim. + Thid. p. 353. 
: Sewell, 586. 1684. : 
A 6 


1 

of gaolers. The fines impoſed by the new laws, were 
exacted with a rigour that generally oppreſſed the 
ſufferer, and ſometimes left him nearly deſtitute of 
houſehold goods; and ſeveral families experienced the 
ſeparation of the near connexions of life, by the 
execution of that law* which ſubjected our Friends to 
baniſhment. 

It is well known that James II. to favour (as is 
ſuppoſed) the religion to which he was attached, 
ſuſpended the operation of the penal laws againſt 
diſſenters. Our Friends had their ſhare in the 
benefit ariſing from this meaſure; but it was not 
until the reign of king William, that they obtained 
ſome degree of legal protection. Beſides their diſuſe 
of the national forms of worſhip, their refuſing to 
ſwear and to pay tithes had been among the prin- 
cipal cauſes of their ſufferings. In the reign of 
William and Mary, an act was made, which, with 
a few exceptions, allowed to their affirmation the 
legal force of an oath, and provided a leſs oppreſſive 
mode of recovering tithes, under a certain amount. 
Theſe proviſions were made perpetual in the reign of 
George I. 4 and thus Friends, who in common 
with other diſſenters, received the advantage of the 
act of toleration, have been in a great meaſure re- 
lieved from perſecution, 

At the ſame time that the ſociety in England expe- 
rienced the viciſſitudes which have been thus briefly 


* 16 Car, II, cap. 4. + 6th and 8th William III. cap. 34. 
4 1ſt George I. cap. 6. : ; 
1 mentioned, 
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19 
mentioned, ſimilar circumſtances befel our Friends in 
Ireland, In that nation alſo, they propagated their 
principles, ſettled meetings, ſuftered perſecution, and 
were at length relieved by law. (a) 

The means of perſecution, though now generally 
condemned by our countrymen, are not wholly re- 
moved; and we are ſtill liable to ſuffer in the Ex- 
chequer, and in the Eccleſiaſtical Court: but this 
muſt be underſtood only with reſpect to Great Britain 
and Ireland ; for in America the people at preſent are 
not bound to ſupport a national miniſtry ; nor, when 
this was in ſome parts the caſe, were methods of 
_ enforcing payment employed, ſo tedious and ſo ſevere 
as in England. () | 

It has already been mentioned, that our Friends 
above a century ago, had made their appearance in 
New-England, from whence all the violence of their 
perſecutors had not been able to expel them. They 
were alſo early to be found in other colonies, in 
divers of which they underwent perſecution ; but on 
the acquiſition of Pennſylvania by William Penn, 


{a) Thoſe who are deſirous of particular information reſpecting 
Friends in Ireland, may conſult Edmundſon's Journal, and Rutty's 
Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſs of the People called Quakers. 

(6) It is worthy of remark, that in the province of Maſſachuſets, 
in which the moſt ſanguinary laws had been made and put into exe- 
cution againſt Friends, the firſt law was made exempting them from 
contributing to the ſupport of the public miniſtry : an act of Aſſem- 

bly having paſſed for that purpoſe in 1731, Jonathan Belcher being 
governor, 
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many of them were induced to remove into that new 
province; which ſoon became, and ſtill remains to be, 
the largeſt ſettlement of Friends in America. — They 
are ſettled however in moſt of the other ſtates and 
provinces of North America; and although they have 
enjoyed a great ſhare of tranquillity, yet during the 
commotions which terminated in the ſeparation of the 
United States from the dominion of Great Britain, 
Friends were involved in great trouble, by refuſing to 
join in the military ſervices which were required of 
them; and many were reduced, from circumſtances 
of eaſe, if not of affluence, to the verge of want, by 
the exceſſive ſeizures which were made of their pro- 
perty to recover the fines impoſed for their refuſing 
to ſerve perſonally, or by ſubſtitute, in war, 
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CHAPTER ll. 


Kerr 


WV agree with other profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
name, in the belief of one eternal God, the 
Creator and Preſerver of the univerſe; and in Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sen, the Meſſiah, and Mediator of the 
New Covenant. (a) 

When we ſpeak of the gracious diſplay of the love 
of God to mankind, in the miraculous conceptions 
birth, life, miracles, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſion of our Saviour, we prefer the uſe of ſuch terms 
as we find in Scripture; and contented with that 
knowledge which Divine Wiſdom hath ſeen meet to 
reveal, we attempt not to explain thoſe myſteries 
which remain under the veil; nevertheleſs we ac- 
knowledge and aſſert the Divinity of Chriſt, who is 
the Wiſdom and Power of God unto ſalvation. (6b) 

To Chrift alone we give the title of the Word of 
God, (c) and not to the Scriptures ; although we 
highly eſteem theſe ſacred writings, in ſubordination 
to the Spirit (4) from which they were given forth ; 
and we hold, with the apoſtle Paul, that they are able 
to make wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. (e) 


(a) Heb, xii. 24 (4) 1 Cor. i. 24 e Johan i. i. 
(d) 2 Pet. i. 21, {e) 2 Tim. iii. 15, 
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We reverence thoſe moſt excellent precepts which 
are recorded in Scripture to have been delivered by 
our great Lord, and we firmly believe that they ave 
practicable, and binding on every Chriſtian ; and that 


in the life to come every man will be rewarded ac- 
cording to his works. (/) And further it is our belief, 


that, in order to enable mankind to put in practice 
theſe ſacred precepts, many of which are contradie- 
tory to the unregenerate will of man; (g) every man 
coming into the world is endued with 

Univerſal and a meaſure of the Light, Grace, or 
Saving Light. good Spirit of Chriſt ; by which, as 


it is attended to, he is enabled to 


diſtinguiſh good from evil, and to correct the diſor- 
derly paffions and corrupt propenſities of his nature, 
which mere reaſon is altogether inſufficient to over- 
come. For all that belongs to man is fallible, and 
within the reach of temptation; but this Divine 
Grace, which comes by Him who hath overcome the 
world, (4) is, to thoſe who humbly and ſincerely ſeek 
it, an all-ſufficient and preſent help in time' of need. 
By this, the ſnares of the enemy are detected, his 
allurements avoided, and deliverance is experienced 
through faith in its effectual operation: whereby the 
foul is tranſlated out of the kingdom of darkneſs, and 
from under the power of ſatan, into the marvellous 
light and kingdom of the Son of God. b 


„ Mat. xvi. 27. (g) Jchn i. 9. Ji Ibid. xvi. 33. 
5 Being 


( 13 ) 


Being thus perſuaded that man, with- 
out the Spirit of Chriſt inwardly re- 
vealed, can do nothing to the glory of God, or te 
effet his own ſalvation; we think this influence 
eſpecially neceſſary to the performance of the higheſt 
act of which the human mind is capable, even the 


Worſt. 


worſhip of the Father of lights and of ſpirits, in ſpirit 


and in truth; therefore we conſider as obſtructions 
to pure worſhip, all forms which divert the atten- 
tion of the mind from the ſecret influence of this 
unction from the Holy One. (4) Yet, although true 
worſhip is not confined to time and place, we think it 
Incumbent on Chriſtians to meet often together, (J) in 
teſtimony of their dependence on the heavenly Father, 
and for a renewal of thcir ſpiritual ſtrength : never- 
theleſs, in the performance of worſhip, we dare not 
depend, for our acceptance with him, on a formal 
repetition of the words and experiences of others; 
but we believe it to be our duty to lay aſide the 
activity of the imagination, and to wait in ſilence to 
have a true ſight of our condition beſtowed upon us: 
believing even a fingle ſigh, (m) ariſing from ſuch a 
ſenſe of our infirmities, and of the need we have of 
Divine help, to be more acceptable to God, than any 
performances, however ſpecious, which originate in 
the will of man. 


) 1 John ii. 20. 27. //) Heb. x. 25. / Rom. viii. 26. 
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From what has been ſaid reſpecting 
worſhip, it follows that the miniſtry 


we approve mult have its origin from the ſame ſource : 
for that which is needful for a man's own direction, 


/ Miniftry. ; 


and for his acceptance with God, (n) muſt be eminently 


ſo to enable him to be helpful to others. Accordingly 
we believe that the renewed aſſiſtance of the light and 
power of Chriſt, is indiſpenſably neceſſary for all 
true miniſtry; and that this holy influence is not at 
our command, or to be procured by ſtudy, but is the 
free gift of God to choſen and devoted ſervants.— 
Hence ariſes our teſtimony againſt preaching for 
hire, in contradiction to Chriſt's poſitive com- 
mand, © Freely ye have received, freely give;” (e 
and hence our conſcientious refuſal to ſupport fuch 
miniſtry, by tithes or other means, 

| As we dare not encourage any mi- 
niſtry, but that which we believe to 
ſpring from the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, ſo neither dare we attempt to reſtrain this in- 
fluence to perſons of any condition in life, or to the 
male ſex alone; but, as male and female are one in 


Women's 


Preaching. 


Chriſt, we allow ſuch of the female ſex as we believe 


to be endued with a right qualifcation for the miniſ- 
try, to exerciſe their gifts for the general edification 


of the church: and this liberty we eſteem a pe- 
euliar mark of the goſpel diſpenſation, as foretold 


Q 


{a} Jer. xxiti. 30 to 32. % Matt. x. 8, 


* | by 


(rs) 
by the prophet Joel, (p) and noticed by the W 
Peter. (3) 
There are two ceremonies in uſe 8 
among moſt profeſſors of the Chriſ- ien 
, , and the 
tian name; Water-Baptiſm, and what Sper 
is termed the Lord's Supper. The firſt 
of theſe is generally eſteemed the eſſential means of 
initiation into the church of Chriſt ; and the latter of 
maintaining communion with him. But as we have 
been convinced, that nothing ſhort of his redeeming 
power, itiwardly revealed, can fet the ſoul free from 
the thraldom of ſin; by this power alone we believe 
ſalvation to be effected. We hold that as there is 
one Lord and one faith, (7) ſo his baptiſm is one, in 
nature and operation ; that nothing ſhort of it can 
make us living members of his myſtical body; and 8 
that the baptiſm with water, adminiſtered by his 1 
fore-runner John, belonged, as the latter confeſſed, 1 
to an inferior and decreaſing diſpenſation. (5) A ; 
With reſpect to the other rite, we believe that 1 


. >» ks Ao v7 3.35.4 ou. wt > +54 a E.5 > * 


communion between Chriſt and his church is not | 
maintained by that, nor any other external perform- 1 
ance, but only by a real participation of his divine 1 
nature (t) through faith; that this is the ſupper ; 
alluded to in the Revelation, (2) “ Behold I ſtand at 
« the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, 


C) Joel ii. 28, 29. (g) Ads ii, 16, 17. (7) Eph. IV. 5. 
(*) * 30. (:) 2 Pet. i. 4. 0 Rev. iii. 20. 


1 and 


i 
1 
| 


( $6 ) 
« and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
“ ſup with him, and he with me;*” and that where 
the ſubſtance is attained, it is unneceſſary to attend to 
the ſhadow ; which doth not confer grace, and con- 
cerning which, opinions ſo different, and animoſities 
ſo violent, have ariſen. 
Nov, as we thus believe that the 
grace of God, which comes by Jeſus 
ww Chriſt, is alone ſufficient for ſalvation, 
we can neither admit that it is conferred on a few 
only, whilſt others are left without it; nor, thus 
aſſerting its univerſality, can we limit its operation to 
a partial cleanſing of the ſoul” from fin, even in this 
life. We entertain worthier notions both of the 
power and goodneſs of our heavenly Father, and be- 
lieve that he doth vouchſafe to aſſiſt the obedient to 


Univerſal 


experience a total ſurrender of the natural will, to the 


guidance of his pure unerring Spirit; 
through whoſe renewed aſſiſtance they 
are enabled to bring forth fruits unto holineſs, and to 
ſtand perfect in their preſent rank. (æ) 
There are not many of our tenets more generally 
known than our teſtimony againſt oaths, and againſt 
4 Ws With reſpect to the former of theſe, 
| we abide literally by -Chriſt's poſitive 
125 bjundien, delivered in his ſermon on 
the mount, * Swear not at all.“ (y) From the ſame ſa- 
cred collection of the moſt excellent precepts of moral 
and religious duty, from the example of our Lord him- 


(x) Matt. v. 48. Eph. iv. 13. Col. iv. 12. 00 Matt. v. Ver 
| \ 3 


Perfection. 


MD 


ſelf, (z) and from the correſpondent convictions of his 
Spirit in our hearts, we are confirmed in the belief that 
wars and fightings are, in their origin and effects, 
utterly repugnant to the Goſpel, which ſtill breathes 
peace and good-will to men. We allo are clearly of 
the judgment, that if the benevolence of the Goſpel 
were generally prevalent in the minds of men, it would 
effectually prevent them from oppreſſing, much more 
from enſlaving, their brethren (of whatever colour or 
complexion), for whom, as for themſelves, Chriſt 
died ; and would even influence their conduct in their 
treatment of the brute creation: which would no 


longer groan, the victims of their avarice, or of 


their falſe ideas of pleaſure. 

Some of our tenets have in former 
times, as hath been ſhewn, ſubjected 
our Friends to much ſuffering from Government, 
though to the ſalutary purpoſes af Government, our 
principles are a ſecurity. They inculcate ſubmiffion 


Government. 


to the laws in all caſes wherein conſcience is not vio- 


lated. But we hold, that as Chriſt's kingdom is not 


of this world, it is not the buſineſs of the civil ma- 


giltrats to interfere in matters of religion; but to 
maintain' the external peace and good order of the 
community. We therefore think perſecution, even 
in the ſmalleſt degree, unwarrantable. We are care- 
ful in requiring our members not to be concerned in 
illicit trade, nor in any manner to defraud the revenue, 


(z) Matt v. 39, 44, &c. ch. xxvi. 52, 53. Luke xxii. 31. Jobs xeill.; 11. 
| It 


we , * % 


rr 


2 


F 
— 
88 PIR _—_ 
o l * 
1 4 . * g _ _ A » 
nt open >. Bom tons oo we * 


618) 


It is well known that the ſociety, from its firſt 
| appearance, has diſuſed thoſe names 
of the months and days, which 
having been given in honour of the heroes or falſe 
gods of the heathen, originated in their flattery 
or ſuperſtition; and the cuſtom of ſpeaking to a 
ſingle perſon in the plural number, as having ariſen 
alſo ſrom motives of adulation. Compliments, ſuper- 
fluity of apparel and furniture, outward ſhews of re- 
Joicing and mourning, and obſervation of days and 
times, we eſteem to be incompatible with the ſimpli- 
city and ſincerity of a Chriſtian life; and public 
diverſions, gaming, and other vain amuſements of the 
world, we cannot but condemn. They are a waſte 
of that time which is given us for nobler purpoſes ; 
and divert the attention of the mind from the ſober 
duties of life, and from the reproofs of inſtruction, by 
which we are guided to an everlaſting inheritance. 
To conclude, although we have exhibited the ſeve- 
ra] tenets which diſtinguiſh our religious ſociety, as 
objects of our belief; yet we are ſenſible that a true 
and living faith is not produced in the mind of man 
by his own effort; but is the free gift of God (a) in 
Chriſt Jeſus, nouriſhed and increaſed by the progreſſive 
operation of his ſpirit in our hearts, and our propor- 
tionate obedience. (b) Therefore, although for the 
preſervation of the teſtimonies given us to bear, and 
for the peace and good order of the ſociety, we deem 


Depertment. 


(a) Eph.ii.8. (6) John vil. 17. : 
. it 


(0 J 


it neceſſary that thoſe who are admitted into member- 
ſhip with us, ſhould be previouſly convinced of thoſe 
doctrines which we eſteem eſſential ; yet we require 
no formal ſubſcription to any articles, either as a con- 
dition of memberſhip, or a qualification for the ſer- 
vice of the church. We prefer the judging of men 
by their fruits, and depending on the aid of Him, who, 
by his prophet, hath promiſed to be “ a ſpirit of judg- 


 « ment to him that ſitteth in judgment.” (c) Without 


this, there is a danger of receiving numbers into 
outward communion, without any addition to that 
ſpiritual ſheep-fold, whereof our bleſſed Lord declared 
himſelf to be both the door and the ſhepherd : (4) 
that is, ſuch as know his voice, and follow him in 
the paths of obedience, 


(e) Iſaiah xzviii. 6, (i) John x. 7. 11, 
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CHAPTER III. 


I IT LL I 0 3. 


HE purpoſes which our diſcipline hath chiefly 

in view, are, the relief of the poor,—the main- 

tenance of good order, the ſupport of the teſtimonies 

which we believe it is our duty to bear to the world, — 

and the help and recovery of ſuch as are overtaken in 
faults. 

In the practice of diſcipline, we think it indiſpen- 
{able that the order recommended by Chriſt himſelf be 
invariably obſerved : (a) «If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs 
« againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
« and him alone: if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt 
de gained thy brother; but if he will not hear thee, 
« then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
“ mouth of two or three witneſſes, every word may 
ce be eſtabliſhed : and if he ſhall rs to hear them 
ce tell it unto the church. 1 


(a) Matt. xviii. 15 to x7. 


To 


1 


To effect the ſalutary purpoſes of 
diſcipline, meetings were appointed, at Mering for 
an early period of the ſociety, which, Diſcipline. 
from the times of their being held, 
were called Quarterly- meetings. It was afterwards 
found expedient * to divide the diſtricts of thoſe 
meetings, and to meet more frequently ; from whence 
aroſe Monthly-meetings, ſubordinate to thoſe held 
quarterly, At length, in 1669, + a Yearly-meeting 
was eſtabliſhed, to ſuperintend, aſſiſt, and provide 
rules for, the whole : previouſly to which, general 
meetings had been occaſionally held. 

A Monthly- meeting is uſually com- 
poſed of ſeveral particular congrega- 
tions, 4 ſituated within a convenient 
diſtance from each other. Its buſineſs is to provide 
for the ſubſiſtence of the poor, and 
for the education of their offspring; to 
judge of the ſincerity and fitneſs of perſons appearing 
to be convinced of the religious prin- 
ciples of the ſociety, and deſiring to be 
admitted into memberſhip || ; to excite 


NM. ntbly 


N. cetings, 


cor. 


ervin.ed 


Perſons, 


Sewell, 485. + Fox, 390. 

Where this is the caſe, it is uſual for the members of each con- 
gregation to form what is called a preparative meeting, becauſe its 
buſineſs is to prepare whatever may occur among themſelves, to be 
hid before the Monthly-meeting. 

On applications of this kind, a ſmall committee is appointed to 
viſit the party, and report to the Monthly-meeting ; which is di- 
rected by our rules not to admit any into memberſhip, without al- 
lowing a ſeaſonable time to conſider their conduct. F 
| ue 
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due attention to the diſcharge of religious and moral 
duty; and to deal with diſorderly members. Monthly 
meetings alſo grant to ſuch of their members as re- 
move into other Monthly-meetings 
certificates of their memberſhip and 
conduct; without which they cannot 
gain memberſhip in ſuch meetings. Each Monthly- 
meeting 1s required to appoint certain perſons, under 
the name of overſeers, who are to take 
care that the rules of our diſcipline be 
put in practice; and when any caſe of complaint, or 
diſorderly conduct, comes to their knowledge, to ſce 
that private admonition, agreeably to the goſpel rule 
before-mentioned, be given, previouſly to its being 
laid before the Monthly-mecting. 
When a caſe is introduced, it is 
Mode of dealing uſual for a ſmall committee to be 
appointed to viſit the offender, to 
endeavour to convince him of his 
error, and to induce him to forſake and condemn it.“ 
If they ſucceed, the perſon is by minute declared to 
have made ſatisfaction for the offence; if not, he is 
diſowned as a member of the ſociety. + 


Certificates of 


Removal. 


Overſeers. 


with Offenders. 


„ This is generally done by a written ee ſigned 
by the offender. 

+ This is done by what is termed a teſtimony of teaiads which 
is a paper reciting the offence, and ſometimes the ſteps which have led 
to it: next, the means unavailingly ufed to reclaim the offenderyafter 
' that, a clauſe diſowning him; to which is uſually added an expreſſion 
of defire for his repentance, and for bis being reſtored to memberſhip, 

* n einne del 21:14.7 ink « In 
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In diſputes between individuals, it 
has long been the decided judgment 
of the ſociety that its members ſhould not ſue each other 
at law. It therefore enjoins all to end their differences 
by ſpeedy and impartial arbitration, agreeably to rules 
laid down. If any refuſe to adopt this mode, or, having 
adopted it; to ſubmit to the award, it is the direction 
of the Yearly-meeting, that ſuch be diſowned. 

To Monthly-meetings alſo belongs 
the allowing of marriages ; for our 
ſociety hath always ſcrupled to acknowledge the ex- 
cluſive authority of the prieſts in the ſolemnization of 
marriage. Thoſe who intend to marry appear together 
and propoſe their intention to the Monthly- meeting; 
and if not attended by their parents and guardians, 
produce a written certificate of their conſent, ſigned 
in the preſence of witneſſes. The meeting then ap- 
points a committee to inquire whether they be clear 


Arbitration, 


larria ce. 


of other engagements reſpecting marriage; and if at 


a ſubſequent meeting, to which the parties alſo come 
and declare the continuance of their intention, no 
objections be reported, they have the meeting's con- 
ſent to ſolemnize their intended marriage. This is 
done in a public meeting for worſhip, towards the 
cloſe whereof the parties ſtand up, and ſolemnly take 
each other for huſband and wife. A certificate of the 


proceedings is then publicly read, and ſigned by the 


parties, and afterwards by the relations and others as 
witnefles. Of ſuch marriage the Monthly- meeting 


keeps 
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keeps a record; as alſo of the births 
and burials of its members, A cer- 
tificate of the date, of the name of 
the infant, and of its parents, ſigned by thoſe preſent 
at the birth, is the ſubject of one of theſe laſt- men- 
tioned records; and an order for the interment, coun- 
terſigned by the grave-maker, of the other. The 
naming of children is without ceremony. Burials 
are alſo conducted in a ſimple manner, The body, 
followed by the relations and friends, 1s ſometimes, 
previouſly to interment, carried to. a meeting; and 
at the grave a pauſe is generally made; on both 
which occaſions it frequently falls out, that one or 
more friends preſent have ſomewhat to expreſs for the 
edification of thoſe who attend ; but no religious rite 

is conſidered as an eſſential part of burial. 
wa Several Monthly-meetings compoſe 
a Quarterly-meeting. At the Quar- 
* terly - meeting are produced written 


Births and 
Burials. 


anſwers from the Monthly-meetings, to certain 


— queries reſpecting the conduct of their 

. members, and the meetings care over 
them. The accounts thus received, are digeſted 
into one, which is ſent, alſo in the form of an- 


ſwers to Queries, by repreſentatives, to the Yearly= 


meeting.— Appeals from the judgment 
of Monthly-meetings, are brought to 
the Quarterly-meetings ; whoſe buſineſs alſo it is to 
aſſiſt in any difficult caſe, or where remiſſneſs appears 

in 
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EO, 
in the care of the Monthly-meetings over the indivi- 
duals who compoſe them. 

The Yearly-meeting has the general The Ter 
ſuperintendence of the Society in the 5 
country in which it is eſtabliſhed; * "_ 
and therefore, as the accounts which it receives diſ- 


cover the ſtate of inferior meetings, as particular exi- 


gencies require, or as the meeting is impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of duty, it gives forth its advice, makes ſuch 
regulations as appear to be requiſite, or excites to the 
obſervance of thoſe already made; and ſometimes 
appoints committees to viſit thoſe Quarterly- meetings 
which appear to be in need of immediate advice. 
Appeals from the judgment of Quarterly meetings are 
here finally determined ; and a brotherly correſpon- 
dence, by epiſtles, is maintained with other Yearly- 
meetings. + 

In this place it is proper to add, that, 
as we believe women may be rightly 
called to the work of the miniſtry, we 
alſo think that to them belongs a ſhare in the ſupport 
of our Chriſtian diſcipline ; and that ſome parts of it, 
wherein their own ſex is concerned, devolve on them 
with peculiar propriety, Accordingly they have Month- 
ly, Quarterly, and Yearly meetings of their own ſex, 


Women's 


Meetings N 


There are ſeven Vearly- meetings, viz. 1 London, to which 
come Repreſentatives from Ireland, 2 New-England, 3 New- Vork, 
4 Pennſylvania and New Jerſey, 5 Maryland, 6 Virginia, 7 The 
Carolinas and Georgia. | 

+ See the laſt note. oh 
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„ 
held at the ſame time and in the ſame place with thoſe 
of the men; but ſeparately, and without the power of 
making rules: and it may be remarked that during 
the perſecutions, which in the laſt century occaſioned 
the impriſonment of ſo many of the men, the care of 
the poor often fell on the women, and was by them 
ſatisfactorily adminiſtered. 
In order that thoſe who are in the 
as ſituation of miniſters may have the 
: tender ſympathy and counſel of thoſe 
Elzers. A . 
of either ſex,* who, by their expe- 
rience in the work of religion, are qualified for that 
fervice : the Monthly-meetings are adviſed to ſelect 
ſuch, under the denomination of elders. Theſe, and 
miniſters approved by their Monthly-meetings, + 
have meetings peculiar to themſelves, called Meet- 
ings of miniſters and elders; in which they have 
an opportunity of exciting each other to a diſcharge 
of their ſeveral duties, and of extending advice 
to thoſe who may appear to be weak, without any 


Aſcetingt of 


| needleſs expoſure. Such meg are generally An 


* Fox, 461, 492. 

+ Thoſe who believe themſelves required to ſpeak in meetings for 
worſhip, are not immediately acknowledged as miniſters by their 
Monthly-meetings; but time is taken for judgment, that the meet- 
ing may be ſatisfied of their call and qualification. It will alſo 
ſometimes happen, that ſuch as are not approved, will obtrude 
themſclves as miniſters, to the grief of their brethren ; but much 
forbearance is uſed towards theſe, before the diſapprobation of the 
meeting is publicly teſtiſied. 
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in the compaſs of each Monthly, Quarterly, and 


Yearly meeting. They are conducted by rules pre- 


ſcribed by the Yearly meeting, and have no authority 
to make any alteration or addition to them. The 
members of them unite with their brethren in the 
Meetings for difcipline, and are equally accountable 
to the latter for their conduct. 

It is to a meeting of this kind in London, 
called the Second - day's Morning- meeting, that the 
reviſal of manuſcripts concerning our principles, pre- 
viouſly to publication, is intruſted by the Vearly- 
meeting held in London; and alfo the granting, in 
the intervals of the Yearly-meeting, 
of certificates of approbation to ſuch 
miniſters as are concerned 'to travel 
in the work of the miniſtry in foreign parts; in ad- 
dition to thoſe granted by their Monthly and Quar- 
terly meetings. When a viſit of this kind doth not 
extend beyond Great Britain, a certificate from the 
Monthly-meeting of which the miniſter is a mem- 
ber is ſufficient ; if to Ireland, the concurrence of 
the Quarterly-meeting is alſo required. Regulations 
of ſimilar tendency obtain in other Yearly-meetings. 

The Yearly-meeting of London, in the year 167 5, 
appointed a meeting to be held in 
that city, for the purpoſe of advi- 
ſing and aſſiſting in caſes of ſuffering — 
for conſcience ſake, which hath continued with great 
uſe to the ſociety to this day. It is compoſed of 


friends under the name of correſpondents, choſen by 
e 
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( 28 ) 
the ſeveral Quarterly-meetings and who reſide in or 
near the city. The ſame meetings alſo appoint mem- 


bers of their own in the country as correſpondents, 
who are to join their brethren in London on emer- 


gency. The names of all theſe correſpondents, pre- 
viouſly to their being recorded as ſuch, are ſubmitted 
to the approbation of the Yearly-meeting. Thoſe of 
the men who are approved miniſters are alſo members 
of this meeting, which is called the Meeting for 
Sufferings; a name ariſing from its original purpoſe, 
which is not yet become entirely obſolete. 

The Yearly- meeting has intruſted the Meeting for 
Sufferings with the care of printihg and diſtributing 
books, and with the management of its ſtock “; and 
conſidered as a ſtanding committee of the Yearly- 
meeting, it hath a general care of whatever may ariſe, 
during the intervals of that meeting, affecting the 
ſociety, and requiring immediate attention: particu- 
larly of thoſe circumſtances which may occaſton an 
application to Government. | 

There is not in any of the meetings which have 
been mentioned, any preſident, as we believe that 
Divine Wiſdom alone ought to preſide 3 nor hath any 
member a right to claim pre-eminence over the reſt, 
The office of clerk, with a few exceptions, is un- 


This is an occaſional voluntary contribution, expended in 
printing books, —houſe-rent for a clerk, and his wages for keeping 
records,—the paſſage of miniiters who viſit their brethren beyond 
fea, —and ſome ſmall incidental charges. 

dertaken 
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dertaken voluntarily by ſome member; as is alſo the 
keeping of the records. Where theſe are very volu- 
minous, and require a houſe for their depoſit (as is 
the caſe in London, where the general records of the 
ſociety in Great Britain are kept, ) a clerk is hired to 
have the care of them ; but except a few clerks of 
this kind, and perſons who have the care of meeting- 
houſes, none receive any ſtipend or gratuity for their 
ſervices in our religious ſociety. 

Thus have we given a view of the 
foundation and eſtabliſhment of our 
diſcipline ; by which it will be ſeen, that it is not (as 
hath been frequently inſinuated) merely the work of 
modern times; but was the early care and concern 
of our pious predeceſſors We cannot better cloſe 
this ſhort ſketch of it, than by obſerving, that if the 
exerciſe of diſcipline ſhould in ſome inſtances appear 
to preſs hard upon thoſe, who, neglecting the moni- 
tions of divine counſel in their hearts, are alfo un- 
willing to be accountable to their brethren ; yet, 
if that great, leading, and indiſpenſable rule, en- 
joined by our Lord, be obſerved by thoſe who under- 
take to be active in it, Whatſoever ye would that 
« men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them, * 
it will prevent the cenſure of the church from falling 
on any thing but that which really obſtructs the pro- 
greſs of Truth, Diſcipline will then promote, in an 
eminent degree, that love of our neighbour, which is 


Concluſion. 


Matt. vil, 13. 
the 


| 
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the mark of diſcipleſhip, and without which the pro- 
feſſion of love to God, and to his cauſe, is a vain 
pretence. He,“ ſaid the beloved diſciple, © that 
« loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how 
cc can he love God whom he hath not ſeen? And 
« this commandment have we from him, that he who 
c loyeth God, love his brother alſo,” * 


1 John iv. 20, 21, 
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